
The Correct Order of Operations

1. Parentheses 2. Exponents 3. Multiply / Divide
(left to right)

4. Add / Subtract 
(left to right)

One way to remember the correct order: Please excuse my dear Aunt Sally.

Example 1
Evaluate 8  �  2  �  3.

8  �  6

2

Example 2
Evaluate (6 � 4 )   2  � 5.

1 0   2  � 5

100 � 5

20

Example 3
Evaluate  2   3  � 4 � 3 � 6.

8 � 4  �  3 � 6

8 � 12 � 6

20 � 6

14

Practice on Your Own 

Evaluate each expression.

 1. (5 � 1) � 3 2. 8 � 8 � 16 3. 6 � 5 � 1

      

 4. 24 � 3 � 5 5. (8 � 10) � 3 6. 20 � 1 � 7

      

 7.  7   2  � 1 8. 72 �  2   3  9. 21 � 15 ÷ 3

      

 10. 8 � 7 � 5 11. 3 � 6 � 2 � 9 12. (4 � 2 )   2  � 9

      

Check

Find the absolute value of each expression.

 13. (6 � 10) � 4 14. 40 � 4 � 10 15. 5 � 10 � 2

      

 16. 15 � 3 � 10 17. 4 � 8 �  4   2  18. 8 � 5 � 3 � 6
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